The design client was a stylish and

adored all things British, had beauti-

a smaller but equally charming home

Project blenas old, new for ‘British cozy look:

charming ex-pat who was easy to
work with and even easier to befriend,
When I first met her and her hus-

_ band in 2005 they called me for help
on a large custom home they had pur-
chased. They had recently relocated
here from the Monterey area, and the
wife had trepidations about her new
digs. I was brought in just after the
last of the construetion work to ereate
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continuity between her personal style
preferences and that of the new archi-
tecture. :

She ended up being a dream cli-

ent. Her taste was conclusive, she

were an invaluable invest-
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But after seeing the fur-
niture placed, the curtains
altered and installed, and
every last picture and Eng-

lish platter hung she was
smitten.

At the wife's bequest,
skylights were installed in
the bathrooms, living room,
kitchen and master bed-
room and zolar tubes were
installed in the hall. They

ment in year-round  light
and ambience. The tops of
the flowering pear trees are
visible from hoth the sofa
and master bed, creating
the most magical effect in
the spring.

ful antiques, and a collection of Spode;

chintz ware and Wedgewood to work
with. And we became great friends.
Fast forward seven years. The hus-
band was just rétired from his second
career as a school teacher, and with
retirement came the opportunity for
more travel. With two other homes to
maintain on hoth coasts, three resi-
dences posed logistical issues. When

came on the market nearby, the larger
home was put up for sale and sold
within weeks. The smaller home was
purchased and the upgrades began.
As with the previous residence, the
client was concerned about the new
home’s style and how it would relate
with her traditional style furnishings,
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Challenges are inevitable
when moving into. a- new
home. The art of a design-
er iz playing up a project’s
beat features and turning
the flaws into aszets. The
living room had nice di-
mensions and a charming,
white painted brick corner
fireplace with a lovely white
painted” wood mantel. But
a large wall of bookshelves
visible from the front door
entry, and formal dining
room created an undeniable
focal point. Depending on
what was put'in them, they
would either be fabulous or
...nok:

What first came to mind
was of a large collection
of travel, dezign and gar-
den books, and biegraphies
the clients have been col-
lecting over the years. We
started: by artfully filling
the shelves with them, six
or seven here and six or
seven there, Then we filled

in the blanks with framed
photos of family, some great
iron urns, 2everal pieces
of cream colored ceramics,
and pieces of her China col-
lections. The results were
charming, It became the fo-
cal point and anchor of the
living room.

The color scheme started
out as “vellow and blue,” but
as the project propressed,
we ' added touches of red.

There is a white and blue
slipeoversd sofa, a white
quilted armechair with con-
trasting yellow welis, a pair
of red plaid armchairs, and
some preat feather throw
pillows in a variety of yel-
low, blue and red print fab-
rics. An antique wooden
trunk serves as. a coffee
table and has a tray on top
to hold more books and tele-
vision remotes. An anfique
armoire holds the televi-
sion, Wonderful red vintage
area rugs, chozen by the

. glient, dot the pale maple

floors. Welve hung framed
tapestries, new prints, and
old paintings. And in every
room there are pieces of the
china.

The window freatments

taken from the previous
home fit perfectly after al-
teration, and we used all but
just a few drapery panels.
The antiques and custom
upholstery and slipeovers
create an  attractive con-
trast to the cool, contempo-
rary feel of the architecture.
In the small but open din-
ing room we kept the décor
simple with fHoor-to-ceiling
blue tone-on-tone drapery
panels and matching blue
slipcovered chairs. What
I love about tone-on-tone
“prints” 1z that they add
subtle pattern to a room.,
The table was a cherished
family piece that was re-
finished’ after an unfortu-
nate bout with water. On
the walls above a vintage
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Caollections
of books,
china and
family photos
add interest
to awall of
built-in shelhs-
ing (abave). A
wrhite armchair
(far left) offers
a peaceful
place to read.
Tone-on-tone
blue fabrics
(left) adds a
subtle pattarn
to a small din-
ing room.

sideboard we've displaved
a matching mirror, some
stunning antique oil paint-
ings and pale blue English
platters. The former ceiling
fixture didn't relate well to
the antiques so a vintage
cl:ha ndelier smartly replaced
L.

The overall effect iz a styl-
ish combination of antiques,
collectible accezaoriez, and
the current-day fabric treat-
ments  we  designed. It's
warm and full of character, I
think of it as “British cozy"
Best of all, it represents the
client and her distinctive
style,

A home 18 never really
done. It evolves as we do,
adapting to our changing
needs. Soon there will be a
new garden in back. Parson-
ally, 'm hoping it will*be an
English one with big cab-
hage roses, climbing vines,
fountaing and, mavbe, a
zmall, understated statue
or two,

Shiree’s Cheat Sheet

o Don't let yourself get
too wrapped up in a cer-
tain eolor scheme. Choose
one vibrant color like red or
turquoise and add it to your
existing colors for an artful
lonk,

¢ Drapery panels are not
just for Grandma's house.
They are a classic addition
to any interior if done in the
right fabric. Choose a two-
or ‘three-pleat header or a
“moblet” pleat for a fresh
take on draperies.
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